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Thumbnails, Storyboards & Site Maps
Thumbnail Sketches

Thumbnail sketches are rough drawings, sometimes only comprehensible to the designer, used to explore layout options. These quick pen or pencil sketches allow the designer to try out several ideas and zero in on the most likely layouts before beginning a project. Creating thumbnail sketches is a crucial part of the brainstorming aspect of your design work. Don't discount the value of this step in the design process. 
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In the example of thumbnail sketches on the right, the E logo (lower right corner) is represented by a simple box and lines represent the text for a few business card layout ideas
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The image of thumbnail sketches on the left shows a variety of thumbnail sketches depicting one and two page layouts, perhaps for a newsletter. 

Designing with Thumbnail Sketches
· Don't fret over details. Use thumbnails to establish approximate locations for major elements. (don't worry about making "pretty" pictures.) 

· Try for an approximately proportional page size (if doing sketches for a full page layout) but don't get out the ruler. You're aiming for a general idea of how the piece might look. 

· Make lots of rough sketches. Repeat: lots of sketches. You'll rule out many design ideas quickly this way before wasting time in your page layout program. 

· Don't try doing these initial rough designs in your software, even if using dummy text and placeholder graphics. You're apt to get caught up in things like changing the fonts or doing perfectly aligned graphics. Save that step ‘til after you've done the initial brainstorming for ideas with thumbnails.
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Storyboards
Storyboards are generally more detailed than thumbnail sketches (thus the sketches are physically larger).  A storyboard establishes the location of graphic elements, subject headings, etc.  Font styles, back-grounds, frames and other details are annotated on the drawing.  As a web designer, your storyboards will be used to direct the developer in the process of assembling the page or pages that will constitute the finished web site.
Site Maps (web design)
In web design a site map provides the designer and developer with an overview of the entire web site; establishing relationships between pages, navigational structure and general feel for the completed project.  A site map may be produced as either a text outline or graphic flowchart (see the flowchart example below).
A site map may or may not be included as a page in a finished web site.  This decision is generally based on the complexity of the project; the larger the web site, the more likely you are to want to include a site map as a page in the finished site.

Whether the site map is published or not, it should still be produced early in the design process as a tool to help establish relationships among the various parts of the project.

Outline form:  A site map in outline form may be produced as either a hand-written or word processed document.  If used as a page in the finished site, all outline items would be hyperlinks, providing the visitor with a means of accessing any part of the site by selecting an item from the outline.
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Flowchart form:  A site map may also be produced as a graphic representation using flowchart symbols to depict relationships between various elements within the site.  For navigational purposes, hyperlinks would be produced using hotspots on an image map.
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