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Project 1
Creating a Personal Web Site
OVERVIEW
Your first major project in this course will be to design, develop and implement (publish) a personal web site, meeting the requirements and/or restrictions as presented here.
CONTENT
Note:
Content for your site may be partially or entirely fictional if you are uncomfortable with presenting specific personal data.  No profanity allowed.
Text: 
Type up your original content in Notepad first.  You can then copy it to your pages as needed.

Graphics:  

Gather your images by way of…

· Searching the web (right-click, Save Picture As…)

· Scanning the image (use our scanner or yours…)

· Using digital photographs (if you have a digital camera…)

· Have me create a custom graphic for you (I’m at your service…)

Suggestion:
Create an “Originals” folder to store all of your original text and graphics files.

RESOURCES
In order to complete this assignment you will need to refer to several resources while working on your project; including:

· Dreamweaver Lesson handouts (#1 thru 7)

· Dreamweaver Online Help

· the World Wide Web

· any other resource you may find helpful
Further resources will be provided throughout the semester, as this course continues to introduce new skills, concepts and tools.

PAGE requirements
Your site must include a minimum of 3 pages, each meeting the following criteria:


Home page (index.html)
· Fits on a single screen with a resolution of 800 x 600 pixels

· Includes at least one graphic

· Includes at least two relative links (to the rest of your site)

Interests page (interests.html)
· Includes at least one graphic

· Includes at least two absolute links (to other sites)


Resume page (resume.html)
· Includes the following minimum subheadings: 

Career Objective       Education       Skills       Experience       References

· Includes target links to all subheadings on the page 
(i.e. Career Objective, Education, Skills, etc.)

NOTE: For more information on how to write a resume, search the web.
SITE requirements
Your site will be checked for the following criteria:

__ Site employs the effective use of tables (with appropriate attributes)

__ Site includes at least one image map or graphic link

__ Pages are named & titled properly

__ Pages share a common style (application of basic design principles)

__ Pages share a clear and common form of navigation

__ Text is properly formatted for readability (application of basic design principles)

__ Text has been checked for spelling and grammar errors

__ Files and folders have proper and valid names and are well organized 
NO uppercase characters or spaces

NO unused files or folders in your root web folder
PROCEDURE

1. Create thumbnails/storyboards for each page.  This is the “design phase” of your project.  Here’s where you start to apply the 4 design principles that were introduced in class – Proximity, Alignment, Repetition and Contrast.  The more detailed your storyboards, the easier it will be to develop your site once you are in Dreamweaver.  Design according to your desire, not according to your current Dreamweaver skills (i.e. design it the way you want it, not based on what you think you are capable of producing in Dreamweaver – there’s a difference).

Use your design folder, or visit other web sites, to suggest color schemes, page layouts, navigation, etc.  Decide early on the “personality” of your site.
Think about navigation:
· How will your visitors move through your site?

· How will they get back to the top of each page?
· How will they get back home?

· Viewing each page, would your visitor know whose site they’re in?


2. Gather and/or create your content (see page 1 of this handout)
3. Create your folder structure:  

· Create a new folder using your last name as the folder name

· In this new folder, create an “images” folder 
· Copy a spacer.gif into this new images folder

4. Copy your graphics into your “images” folder (include a spacer.gif)
5. Define your site:  Open Dreamweaver, create a new Site Definition: 

Site Name =  Project 1
Local Folder = the folder you made in step 3
Refer to Dreamweaver Lesson #1 if you forgot how to perform a Site Definition.
6. Create your first page:

· Title and save the page – use your name in the title
· Insert a table
· your storyboard will determine the number of rows & columns
· Add content to the table cells as dictated by your storyboard

· Apply page, table & cell properties as needed to produce your design
7. Create all subsequent pages:  If appropriate – once all “repeating” elements have been added to your first page, consider using Save As… to create the beginnings of your subsequent pages.

8. Test your site:
Check all of your links to be sure they work, and 

that you have successfully applied the 4 Principles of Design.
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