HTML Lesson

PURPOSE
The purpose of this lesson is to introduce you to the basics of creating web pages the old fashion way – by writing HTML by hand (known as “hand coding”).

PREREQUISITE Knowledge/Skills
Terms
HTML (hypertext markup language) - HTML is the basic language of web pages.  It dictates to the browser how to construct and layout a web page.  It does this through the use of markup “tags,” which generally surround the page element and assign a specific quality to that element.  For example; here the words <b>web design</b> would display in a browser window in bold text as a result of having surrounded the words with the tags <b> and </b>.  Note: the only difference between the opening and closing tag is the forward slash.

Tools
To create an HTML file all you need is a simple text editor, such as Windows Notepad.  This program allows you to create simple text files that can then be saved with the file name extension of either .htm or .html

Important Note:
Once you save a Notepad file with an extension other than .txt (such as .htm), Notepad will no longer be associated with that file.  In order to open an .htm file in Notepad at a later date you must use one of the following procedures:
1) open Notepad first and use File | Open
2) right-click the file and select Open with…
3) drag the .htm file into a Notepad window
RELEVANCY
As a web designer it is important that you understand and be able to read and write HTML code to at least a nominal degree.  While today’s web authoring programs write the code for you as you develop your pages, knowing how this code functions to create those pages will prove helpful in the long run.  There will be times when editing the HTML directly will be the fastest and most efficient method of development; at other times, it may be the only way to accomplish the task.

BACKGROUND
In the early days of web design, all web pages were created by way of typing HTML code by hand (hand coding); a slow and laborious method by today’s standards.  With the advent of web authoring software like Microsoft FrontPage, Macromedia Dreamweaver and Adobe Go Live web designers no longer have to build pages by typing code.
PRACTICE
For some first-hand experience at creating a web page with HTML, follow the step-by-step procedures presented below.
1)
Open Notepad and type the following HTML tags as you see them below (use the HTML Reference handout to assist you identifying and understanding the various tags and overall document structure):

<html>

<head>

</head>

<body>

</body>

</html>

2)
Between the <head> tags enter a set of <title> tags as you see here:

<head>

     <title>My First Web Page</title>

</head>

3)
Save your file using the name practice_page1.htm
4)
While leaving the file open in Notepad, go to the location where you saved the file and activate it.  The file will open in your browser and the text you typed between the <title> tags should appear in the title bar of the browser window.  If it doesn’t, go back and check your code for errors.
5)
Continue to enter new tags and content as presented in the HTML Reference handout (remember - anything you want to appear in the browser window must be entered between the <body> tags!).  After each new pair of tags you add, save your file and preview the results in the browser window.

Important Note:  Don’t forget to refresh the browser window (F5) each time you want to view changes you have saved to your HTML file!

Tip:
The best way to learn HTML is to look at other people’s code.  Use the View Source command in your browser to access code to any page on the web.  Remember; not only can you view the code, but you can also copy and paste it into your own pages and modify as needed (this is generally faster than having to type the code yourself).  Copying HTML code and using it in your own pages is not a copyright infringement, however, copying and publishing someone else’s web page “content” is! 
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