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Design Folder

What is it?

A design folder is a resource for you to consult when in need of new ideas for a new or existing project.  It will provide you with references to page layout ideas, color schemes and/or combinations, use of repetitive elements, general themes or concepts in which to frame your project, etc.  The importance of creating and maintaining a design folder cannot be overly stated, particularly if you are considering designing as a profession.

What’s it look like?

Generally, a design “folder” is just that; a manila folder to be used to store the resource examples you collect.  However, there is no reason why your design “folder” couldn’t take on a different look, perhaps a scrapbook or three-ring binder would better suite your purpose.

Why use it?

A well-maintained design folder will save you hours of work in the long run, by way of sparking or directing the focus of your project.  There is no need to re-design the wheel; allow past creations to inspire and drive your work.  

A design folder should be used to initiate your original storyboards, providing you with ideas for page layout, navigation, repetition, etc.  Don’t underestimate the value of creating, maintaining and using a design folder.  As a professional designer it is an indispensable tool, allowing you to work faster and more efficiently.  That translates into more money for fewer hours worked.

How to create it…

Get yourself a folder (or scrapbook, 3-ring binder, whatever…).  Start collecting examples of page layouts, color samples, color schemes, navigation ideas, graphic elements that inspire something unique, graphic elements that could be used to generate something entirely new (no copyright infringement please).

Where to look

· Books, magazines, newspapers, newsletters, flyers, posters, cd covers, cereal boxes, can labels, etc.  In other words, any form of printed material.  Cut out the originals or Xerox them and add them to your folder.

· Also, printed web pages.  If you find a site that provides you with ideas, print the page and add it to your folder.

· Original sketches or scribbles.  If you’re good at drawing or painting (or even if you’re not), add these to your collection as well.
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