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Frames

Frames work by splitting the browser window into rectangular areas that contain independent HTML files (web pages).  Frames are commonly used to define navigation and content areas for a page.  Typically, the navigation area remains constant (does not change or move), and the content area changes each time a navigation link is clicked.

When a user views a web site that has been created with two frames, the browser is actually using three separate files to display the page: the frameset file and the two files containing the content that appears inside each of the two frames.  The frameset file stores information about the size and location of each frame, along with the names of the files that supply the content for each of the frames.  Note: if a site is to open with a frameset, then the frameset file must be assigned the name index.htm.

Creating a frameset:
__ Start a new file

__ From the Insert Bar menu, select Layout
__ From the Layout toolbar, select the Frames button/drop-down menu and select the layout of your choice 
(Note the default file name of the frameset)
Saving a frameset:

__ Click inside the Frames panel to select the frameset file 
(if necessary, open the Frames panel using the Window menu or Shift+F2)
__ Choose File > Save Frameset and assign a file name
Titling a frameset:

__ Click inside the Frames panel to select the frameset file 
__ Replace the default document title with an assigned page title


---------------------------------------

Resizing individual frames in a frameset:

__ select the outside border as displayed in the Frames panel and use the Frameset Properties Inspector to change the Column Value


OR…

__ drag the frame border

Specifying individual frame properties:

__ select the frame using the Frames panel
__ use the Frame Properties Inspector to assign specific properties

Creating and editing frame content:
Pages can be created separate from its assigned frame, or within the constraints of its frame.  Creating a page within its assigned frame can be helpful in that it prevents you from designing a page that is too large to fit in its designated frame.

Creating a new page within a frame:

__ Click inside the frame and add content as usual (tables, etc.)
__ select File > Save Frame and assign a file name

Assigning a pre-existing page to a frame:
__ click inside the frame

__ select File > Open in Frame and choose a file
OR…

__ select the frame in the Frames panel and use the point-to-file icon from the Src text box
Note: either of these activities changes the frameset properties, thus the frameset will need to be saved again.

Controlling frame content with links:

When using frames, it is necessary to direct hyperlinks to open their respective pages within a particular frame (example: clicking a link on a page in the leftFrame opens the appropriate page in the mainFrame). This is accomplished by assigning a target attribute through the Properties Inspector.

__ assign the link destination in the Properties Inspector (point-to-file)
__ select the target frame using the Target drop-down menu

(all named frames will appear on the menu)
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