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Templates
Templates are generally used to assist in producing multiple pages that share a common design or layout.  The use of a template saves the web designer development time and helps to assure a consistency among site pages.

Basic Template:

A basic template can be produced from any page by simply saving the page with a unique name (such as template.htm).  To then use the template for creating subsequent pages, simply…

1) open the template file

2) use the Save As… command to save the file with a new name (this protects

the template file from further changes)

3) change the page content as needed and continue to save your changes

Dreamweaver Template:

A Dreamweaver template is a special type of document that you use to design a “locked” page layout.  A template author designs the page layout, and creates regions in the template that are editable in documents that are based on a template.  In a template, the designer controls which page elements a template user— such as writers, graphic artists, or other web developers— can edit.
One of the most powerful uses of templates is the ability to update multiple pages at once. A document that is created from a template remains connected to that template (unless you detach the document later). You can modify a template and immediately update the design in all documents based on it. 

A Dreamweaver template is a special type of HTML file, in that the Dreamweaver Save as Template command produces a template file with the following characteristics.

■ the template file will be assigned the extension .dwt (dreamweaver template)

■ by default, all areas of the page will be locked (to make changes to a new file

using a template, editable areas must first be created in the template)

■ by default, the template file will be saved in the Templates folder (if the folder

does not currently exist, Dreamweaver will automatically create it).
■ the template file will then be accessible through the Assets panel 
Creating a Dreamweaver Template
__ create a new web page, or open an existing page to be used as a template
__ choose File > Save as Template…

__ assign a name to the file (notice the extension .dwt)

Adding Editable Areas to a Dreamweaver Template

__ select the cell CONTENT you wish to unlock (make editable)
__ choose Insert > Template Objects > Editable Region

__ assign a name to the editable region (this area will now be available to accept

changes when producing new pages)


__ save your changes to the template and close the file

Creating new pages from a Template

__ from the Assets panel, select the Templates icon on the left
__ right-click on the template of choice and select New from Template
__ make desired content changes to the editable regions

__ save the file and assign a new file name when prompted
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