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Tables
A table is a collection of rows and columns.  In HTML, tables are used to control:

· Horizontal page width
· Position of elements on the page (i.e. page layout)
Tables are not the most gracious approach to the process of page layout; however, aside from layers, they are your only option.
Dreamweaver offers three methods for creating tables:

· Standard View

· Layout View

· Layers (when converted to a table, see lesson #6)
Standard View
Standard View displays tables in their native HTML format – as if they were hand coded.  This view may not be the most user-friendly, but it’s a view you should become skilled at using.

Create a table


1. Locate the insertion point where you want the table inserted


2. From the Insert bar, Common toolbar, click the Table tool


3. Fill out the Table dialog box as needed and click OK
Reminder:  Set table width to a specific number of pixels, 

based on the screen resolution you are designing for.

Select a table 

1. Locate the insertion point inside the table and click the <table> tag

displayed in the tag selector area located in the lower left corner of the

document window.  A dark border surrounds a table that is selected.

When a table is selected, the Property Inspector can be used to change

its properties.
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De-select a table

1. Click inside a table cell, or outside the table


Table Cells --------------------------------------------------------------------------------
A cell is the intersection of a row and column.  When a cell is selected, or the insertion point is located in a cell, the Property Inspector can be used to change the cell’s properties.
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Select a cell 
1. Hold down the Ctrl key and click on the cell

Note: In Standard View, the default vertical alignment of a cell is middle (or vertical center).  In most instances you will want to change this to top.

Split cell



1. Select the cell to split



2. Click the Split Cells button in the Property Inspector

Merge cells



1. Select the adjacent cells to merge



2. Click the Merge Cells button in the Property Inspector

Size columns



1. Point to the column border and drag left or right, OR


2. Assign a width using the Property Inspector, OR


3. Insert a spacer.gif and size the graphic to hold the column open


Spacer.gif (transparent gif file)

Table cell dimensions tend to be unstable, in the sense that they often have a tendency to resize themselves as content is added or removed.  This can be very frustrating to the designer!  One solution to this problem is to employ the use of a graphic file commonly called a “spacer.gif” (also known as a transparent.gif).  A spacer.gif is a transparent graphic that cannot be seen on the page, consequently, it can be used to “hold open” a table column for other content, and prevent the column or row from shifting or collapsing (a common problem).  The use of spacer.gifs is not mandatory, but generally will save you many a headache if employed properly.

To use a spacer.gif, insert it on the page as you would any other foreground graphic – place it in the column or row you wish to control and size the graphic as needed using the Property Inspector or code window.

Layout View
Layout View is specific to Macromedia Dreamweaver; its purpose is to provide an approach to HTML tables that simulates page layout software.  To create a table in Layout View, you draw the cells on the page where you want them and Dreamweaver will create the necessary table to construct your layout – Macromedia suggests that you return to Standard View before entering content or editing the table. 
Note: In Layout View, the default vertical alignment of a cell is top.


Create a table (in Layout View)


1. From the Insert bar, Layout toolbar, click the Layout button
2. Click the Layout Table button and draw a table on the page.  

Note: as you draw, table dimensions display in the lower right-hand 
corner of the page to assist in drawing the table a specific width.
3. Click the Draw Layout Cell button and draw the shape of the desired cells inside the table (dimensions are displayed in lower-right corner).

Note: To draw multiple cells without having to re-click the Draw Layout Cell button, hold the Ctrl key down while drawing the cells.
Select a table (in Layout View)

1. Click the Layout Table tab in the upper left corner of the table, or click the <table> tag in the Tag Selector area at the bottom of the document window.
Select a cell (in Layout View)

1. Hold down the Ctrl key and click on the cell (same as Standard View), or click on the cell border.  
Note: you cannot select multiple cells in Layout View.

Autostretch

The “autostretch” table property in Layout View provides the ability to make one column of a table automatically resize itself to fit the browser window.  An autostretch column displays a wavy line in the column width area.
Spacer.gif –  When using autostretch, Dreamweaver will automatically create and place a transparent gif file where necessary to prevent the other columns of your table from collapsing.
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