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Cascading Style Sheets
Cascading style sheets (CSS) enable you to define how type is displayed on your web pages.  The term “cascading” refers to the ordered sequence of styles.  A style is a group of formatting attributes, identified by a single name.  Styles in HTML documents give you a great deal of control over text formatting.  The advantage of using styles is that when you make a change to an attribute of the style, all of the text controlled by that style will be reformatted automatically.

Creating EXTERNAL Style Sheets:
An external style sheet is a text file that only contains style specifications.  Use an external style sheet to standardize the appearance of text on multiple pages and to make changes that will be applied to all linked pages.


1) If necessary, select Window > CSS Styles to open the CSS Styles panel


2) Click the New CSS Rule button at the bottom of the CSS Style panel


3) In the Selector Type area, select Tag
4) In the Tag area, select the HTML tag to modify
5) In the Define In area, select New Style Sheet File and click OK


(select a location and assign a name for the new file)


6) Assign attributes to the tag and click Apply or OK

NOTE:  Dreamweaver has some style attributes it cannot render in the document window.  These attributes appear with an asterisk before the name in the Style Definition dialog box.

Adding a style to an existing external style sheet:
1) Click the New CSS Style button on the CSS Styles panel

2) In the Selector Type area, select Tag
3) In the Tag area, select the HTML tag to modify
4) In the Define In area, select the css file from the drop-down list & click OK


5) Assign attributes to the tag and click Apply or OK

Editing an existing style:

1) In the CSS Styles panel, click the + to the left of the style sheet name to expand its contents 
2) Right-click on the style to edit and select Edit… 

3) Assign new attributes, then click Apply or OK
Attaching (linking) to an existing external style sheet:

1) Open the file to be linked to the style sheet
2) Click the Attach Style Sheet button in the CSS Styles panel

3) Locate the desired style sheet and click OK
Creating INTERNAL Styles:

Internal (embedded) styles affect only the current document.


1) Open the desired web page

2) Click the New CSS Rule button in the CSS Styles panel


3) In the Define In area, select This document only

4) In the Selector Type area, select Tag

5) In the Tag area, select the HTML tag to modify and click OK
Assign new attributes, and then click Apply or OK

Note1: To edit this internal style, see Editing an existing style 
Note2: Don’t forget that changing attributes using the Property Inspector automatically creates an embedded style, writing the code for you between the head tags.
Creating INLINE Styles:

Dreamweaver does not provide any convenient tool for assigning an inline style; therefore, you must hand-code all inline styles you wish to include in your HTML documents.  

To insert an inline style in Dreamweaver use the HTML attribute “style=” followed by one or more appropriate CSS declarations (each with a property & value).
Here’s an example of the style attribute being applied to an HTML heading 1 tag:
<h1 style="color: red; font-style: normal;">page content here</h1>
Notice in the example above that CSS syntax (not HTML) is used between the quotes when specifying CSS properties and their related values.
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