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Site Definition
Before creating web pages in Dreamweaver, you must first “define your site.” In other words, you must identify the top-level folder (the “root” folder) of your site by providing its name and location.  To define a site, follow these steps:


1. create your root folder


2. create any additional sub-folders you may need inside your root folder



(at a minimum, you should always include an “images” sub-folder)


3. with Dreamweaver open, select Site | Manage Sites… | New … | Site


(select the Advanced tab if necessary)


4. in the Site Name: text box, type a name for your site (to help avoid confusion, 

I recommend using the same name as your root folder)

5. in the Local Root Folder: text box, click the folder icon to the right and browse 

for your root folder


6. click OK, then Done.
Creating a Web Page
When creating web pages in Dreamweaver it is best to always perform the following two steps before continuing with the file:


1. Title the page (using either the Title: text box at the top of the file window, 

or the pair of <title> tags in “code view”).


2. Save the file (using File | Save or Ctrl+S)


Reminder:  NO uppercase characters or spaces in your file names!


NOTE:  To create a new “blank” page,

__ select File | New…  (or Ctrl+N)
__ if necessary, select Category: Basic Page / Basic Page: HTML

__ click the Create button
New pages are assigned the filename Untitled-#.htm (where “#” is a number automatically assigned based on the number of new pages created during the current Dreamweaver editing session).
Adding a Simple Table

To avoid developing a bad habit from the start (that of not using tables), it is recommended that, at a minimum, you place all page elements inside a one-cell table, and that you set the table width to accommodate the screen resolution you are designing for (no wider than 760 pixels for an 800X600 screen).  
A table with a set width prevents your page layout from changing when the viewer resizes the browser window – it fixes your line length and helps hold your graphics in place.  
Follow these steps in Dreamweaver to insert a one-cell table into your page:

1. place the insertion point where you want the table (at the top of the page!)

2. click the Table button on the Insert bar - Common tools

3. set the following parameters: rows=1, columns=1, width=760 pixels, border=0


4. click OK when finished


5. place all page content inside this one cell table (the table will expand vertically 
as content is added – 
(DO NOT size the vertical dimension by dragging the bottom border!)
A dark border surrounds a table that is selected.  When a table is selected, the Property Inspector can be used to change its properties.

· To de-select a table, click outside the table

· To select a table, roll over any table border (to get the “table” mouse pointer), then click  
-OR-  
locate the insertion point inside the table and click on the <table> tag using the Tag selector at the bottom of the document window
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